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217. ANAS XANTHORHYNCHUS, Forst. 
Mashoona, December. Seen, but not procured. 


218. PLOTUS LEVAILLANTI, Licht. 

(100) 3, Quae Quae river, 23rd October. Iris dingy 
orange; bill pale greenish ash, darker along the culmen ; 
tarsi and feet dusky brown. 

The Darter is found sparsely on most of the rivers of 
Mashoona land, but is more abundant in the Transvaal and 
Natal. Beware how you handle a wounded bird: this one 
made a sudden dart at my eye; and it was only by the merest 
instinct of self-preservation that I put my hand up in time 
to receive the thrust. The upper mandible pierced with great 
force to the bone of my thumb, and, the bill being serrated, 
stuck there amongst the muscles, giving considerable pain ; 
and I had to pull hard to get it out. 


219. STRUTHIO CAMELUS, Linn. 

(73) Young g, Umvuli, 4th September. Iris light dusky 

brown ; bill pale horn-colonr, rather dusky along the culmen ; 
legs and feet yellowish ash. 
- The Ostrich is sparingly distributed throughout the Mash- 
oona country, frequenting generally the more open shallow 
valleys. Only about a dozen birds were killed by all the 
hunters of our party, numbering about twenty. Two or 
three clutches of young birds were caught this month. In 
the Bamangwato country they are much more plentiful. 


om 


XXVI.—Further Contributions to the Ornithology of Japan. 
By Henry Sexson. 


TuroveH the kindness of Capt. Blakiston, who has forwarded 
me another box of skins from Hakodate, I am able to add a 
few specics to the birds of Japan, and to clear up one or two 
doubtful points in the previous papers on this subject in ‘ The 
Ibis’ (1878, pp. 209-250, and 1879, pp. 18-43). 


SIMORHYNCHUS CRISTATELLUS (Ibis, 1879, p. 21). 
The skin sent (No. 2605) is from the Kurile Islands. 
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URIA BRUENNICHI (Ibis, 1878, p. 211). 

The skin sent is correctly identified. There cannot be any 
reasonable doubt that the Cepphus arra of Pallas is this species. 
The description is very good; and I cannot understand why 
Dresser (B. of Eur. viii. p. 578) refuses to admit it. 


Popicers minutus (Ibis, 1878, p. 211). 

I cannot detect any difference between an example from 
Japan (No. 1966) and our bird, so that the name P. philip- 
pensis will probably have to sink into a synonym of P. 
minutus. - 


Popicers NiGRIcOLLIs (Ibis, 1878, p. 211). 

A skin sent (No. 1724) represents Messrs. Blakiston and 
Pryer’s No. 13, P. auritus, Lath. This species is the Co- 
lymbus auritus of Brisson, but not of Linnzus. 


Popicers cornutus (Ibis, 1878, p. 211, et 1879, p. 21). 

A skin sent (No. 2595) is correctly identified.. This is the 
Colymbus auritus of Linnzeus; but as this name has been so 
often misapplied, it is better to ignore it in favour of Gmelin’s 
name. 


Popicers cristatus (Ibis, 1878, p. 211). 
A skin sent (No. 1431) is correctly identified. 


ANSER BRACHYRHYNCHUS (Ibis, 1878, p. 212). 

The sole evidence upon which the Pink-footed Goose has 
been admitted into the Japanese fauna is Swinhoe’s state- 
ment in ‘ The Ibis’ (1875, p. 456) that a specimen was sent 
him from Hakodadi. This, Mr. Blakiston says, is an error ; 
and no skin answering the description is in the Swinhoe 
collection. A skin sent (No. 2084) proves to be that of a 
male of the year of Anser erythropus. Anser brachyrhynchus 
has never been recorded from Siberia or China, and it must 
be now erased from the Japanese list. 


BERNICLA HUTCHINS! (Ibis, 1878, p. 212). 
` A skin sent (No. 2621) proves to be of this species, and not 
of B. leucoparia. The former has sixtecn tail-feathers, with the 
wing 16 inches long, whilst the latter is said to have eighteen 
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tail-feathers, with the wing 18 inches long. Both species are 
very nearly allied to B. canadensis. 


Coturnix communis (Ibis, 1879, p. 28). 

I am unable to distinguish the Japanese birds from our 
Common Quail. Mr. Blakiston has sent me askin (No. 1618) 
which he calls C. japonica. This belongs to the dark-throated 
form, which I take to be the adult male of C. communis, with 
very few spots on the breast. Another skin (No. 2536), 
which he thinks distinct, has a pale throat, and is profusely 
spotted on the breast. This I take to be the adult female. 
Other skins in my collection have the pale throat of the 
female and the slightly spotted breast of the male. These I 
take to be males of the year. 


SpIZAETUS NIPALENSIS (Ibis, 1878, p. 201, et 1879, p. 41). 
The identity of S. orientalis with S. nipalensis may now be 
considered satisfactorily proved, the former being the im- 
mature bird and the latter the adult. A bird in the plumage 
of S. orientalis was sent alive from Japan to our Zoological 


Gardens, where it has moulted into the adult plumage of the 
Indian bird. 


Prararea LEvcoRopIA (Ibis, 1878, p. 223). 

There can be little doubt that the two new specics of 
Spoonbill from Japan described by Temminck and Schlegel, 
each from a single example, are referable to our Common 
Spoonbill, which was found by Pallas near the Selenga river, 
south of Lake Baical, by both Radde and Prjevalsky in the 
valley of the Ussuri, a southern tributary of the Amoor, and 
by Swinhoe on Formosa and in the neighbourhood of Canton. 
Immature birds of the Common Spoonbill have the beak pale 
and the upper mandible smooth, and the tips of the primaries 
dark brown. In this plumage they agree very closely with 
Temminck and Schlegel’s original descriptions. By some 
oversight, Dresser, in his ‘ Birds of Europe,’ has omitted 
any mention of this important stage of plumage, although 
it is both described and figured by Naumann. 
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PYRRHULA ROSACEA, Sp. nov. 

Among some skins sent by Prycr from Yokohama are three 
male Bullfinches, which differ from P. orientalis in having 
the slate-grey of the upper parts slightly suffused with ver- 
milion and the slate-grey of the underparts very much so. 
Judging from the underparts alone, these birds might pass 
for intermediate forms between P. orientalis and P. major ; 
but the fact that neither of these species has any trace of 
red on the back precludes the possibility of this being the 
case. Besides the three males of this form from Japan, I have 
two adult males, one male of the year, and one female from 
the island of Askold, and a male and female from the Kurile 
Islands. The females do not apparently differ from those of 
P. orientalis. I propose to call this species P. rosacea. 


XX VII.—WNotes on the Birds of Archangel. 
By Henry SEEBOHM. 


(Plate XI.) 


Tue following notes on the birds of Archangel and the sur- 
rounding district were furnished to me by Mr. Henke*, who 
resided in that city for several years, and thus has had a better 
opportunity of making a complete list than any ornithologists 
who have previously written on the subject. 


HALTAETUS ALBICILLA. 
The White-tailed Eagle is not very common, and was not 
found breeding near Archangel by Henke. It is a resident. 


AQUILA CHRYSAETOS. 
The Golden Eagle is very common in March and April on 


the road to Pinega, and is said to breed in the forests south 
of Archangel. 

AQUILA LAGOPUS. 

The Rough-legged Buzzard passes on migration. 


* Vide supra, p. 204. 


